Ellen Gilbert

Ellen Gilbert

Full name Ellen E. Strong Gilbert
Country == United States

Born April 30, 1837
Leverett, Massachusetts

Died February 12, 1900 (aged 62)
Hartford, Connecticut

Ellen E. Gilbert (née Strong) (April 30, 1837 - February 12, 1900) was a
strong 19th century correspondence chess player, and one of the first
significant women players in chess history. She became famous for her
match victory against George H. D. Gossip. Gossip, who had won the 1873-
74correspondence chess tournament of the Chess-Players

Chronicle,"! "was thought by some to be the strongest correspondence
player known"."! Gilbert, playing first board for the United States in an 1879
correspondence chess match against England, won all four of her games
against Gossip. This enabled the American team to win the match 27/-

23.B Her victories, combined with her announcing mate in 21 moves in one
game, and mate in 35 moves in another, "caused a sensation in the chess
world" P She was hailed as "The Queen of Chess", and poems and at
least one chess problem (with the pieces in the shape of a "Q") was
composed in her honor. Her games were analyzed by Wilhelm Steinitz, the
first World Champion, who confirmed the accuracy of her
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analyses.m Gossip responded gallantly, dedicating his book 7heory of the
Chess Openings to her.?

Unfortunately, this proved to be not only the high point of her chess career,
but almost its end. Apart from playing one move in a "circulating game" in
1883, her victory against Gossip is the last known event in her career. Her
obituary mentions "loss of sight" in "late years", and her vision may have
already been declining when she played Gossip."!

She died on February 12, 1900, in Hartford, Connecticut.™

The Linden’s earlier neighbor was the 1875 residential Hotel Capitol, built by John W, Gilbert,
The Hammersley family lived next door until they moved to their 25 Capitol Avenue brownstone,

OnneH 3. N'unbept (B aeBnyectBe CtpoHr) (30 anpena 1837 - 12 peBpans
1900) 6611 cunbHbIM 19-ro BEKa nepenucka WwaxmMaTucT, OANH 13 nepBbIX
3HaYUTENbHbIX XEHCKNX UTPOKOB B UCcTOpmn waxmat. OHa cTana
N3BECTHOM 3a ee MaT4y nobenon npotus [xopaxa HD cnnetHu. CnneTtHu,
KTO BblMrpasn waxmaTHbin TypHup 1873-74correspondence u3
LLAaXMaTUCTOB XPOHUKa, [1] "cuntanock, 4TO HEKOTOPbIM ByAET CUNbHbIN
UrpokK, N3BECTHbIN nepenncka". [2] TunbepT, nrpas nepeyto AOCKY ANS
CoeaunHeHHbix LWUTaTtoB B 1879 nepenuncka WwaxmaTHbIN MaTy NpoTuB
AHINN, BbIUrpasn BCe YETbIPe CBOUX UrP NPOTUB CMSIETHU. DTO NO3BOMNUIIO
aMepuKaHCKON KoMaHae Bbinrpatb MmaTty 27-23. [3] Ee nobeapl, B
coyeTaHum ¢ ee 06bABMB MaT B 21 X000B B OAHOM uUrpe, n mat B 35 xoaoB
B ApYyrou, "ceHcauuio B waxmaTtHom mupe". [ 2] [3] [4] Ona 6bina
pacueHeHa Kak "Koponesa waxmat", U CTUXuU, 1, No KpanHen mepe ofHa
npobnema B waxmarhbl (C Kycodkamn B popme "Q") 6bina HanucaHa B ee
yecTb. Ee urpbl 6b1n1 npoaHannanpoBaHbl Bunsrenbma CtenHuua,
nepBbi YHEMIMWOH MUpPa, KOTOPbLIN NOLATBEPANST AOCTOBEPHOCTL €€
aHanusa. [3] CnneTHn oTBETUN ranaHTHO, NOCBATUB CBOK KHUTY Teopus
LUaXMaTHbIX eOTOB K Hen. [2]

K coxarneHuto, 3To oKka3asniocb He TOJSIbKO BbICLLEN TOYKON ee LuaxMaTHOM
Kapbepe, HO NnoYTn ero KoHew,. NMoMumo urpbl 0auH XOA4, B "LUMPKYNnpyoLen
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urpbl" B 1883 rogy, ee nobena Haa CNneTHU B NMPOLLSIOM U3BECTHbLIM
cobbiTMeM B ee Kapbepe. Ee Hekponor ynoMmuHaeT "notepto 3peHunsn” B
"nocnegHue rogbl”, N ee BUOEeHMe, BO3MOXHO, yXe COoKpallaeTca, Korga
OHa urpana cnnetHu. [3]

Ona ymepna 12 pespansa 1900 roga, B Xaptdopae, wrtaT KOHHEKTUKYT.
[5]

anneH 3. TunbepT (ypoxaeHHan cunbHasn) Xun B Xaptdopae,
KOHHEKTUKYT, 1 6bl51 OAHUM U3 CUNbHENLLMUX UTPOKOB TaM - €Cfin He camas
CcunbHasa, XoTs OHa HUKOrga He urpana B TypHupe no waxmatam. Ee gom
611 MmecTom cbopa nbutenen waxmart, n B 1876 rogy oHa 6bina nsbpaHa
npe3naeHTom Xaptdopa LaxmaTHbIn KpyXOK, Kny6, KoTopbi 6bICTPO
pa3pacTasncs n ctan ogHUM N3 KpynHenLwmx (Mo KOSIMYeCcTBY YSeHOB) B
CoennHeHHbIx WTaTtax. Mlogom paHble, B 1875 rogy, oHa nobeauna
Yunbama Ox beppu B 3a04Houn urpe ¢ nckom mat B 19 xogoB. 310
AOCTUXeEeHMe BbiNno HaneYaTaHOo BO MHOMMX LLAaXMaTHbIX KOJTOHOK. OHa
nonyymna n3BecTHOCTb, Koraa oHa nobeauna [Jxopax Hatfeild cnnetHn Bo
BCEX YeTbIpex urpax Mexay HAMu B nepenucky maTty Hadanca B 1877 roay
mexay Bennkobputanuen n CWA. B ogHon 13 urp oHa o6bssuna mat B 35
xo[oB 1 mat B 21 B Apyromn.

<Xaptdopa, 26 Hosbpa 1877.

Ha ogHOM 13 HaWwmMX NPUATHBIX HanpaBfeHun B To, YTO XonMc Ha3Ban ool
"O4eHb NPOCTON KaMeHHbIN PPOHT", XuBeT "Koponesa waxmar." Ho Tam
He 6blNo HMYero, YToObl HanyraTb Aaxe PobKu YenoBek B CBET/IOM
ManeHbKOW neaun, KoTopble NPULLIM NONPUBETCTBOBATL MOCTbLIO Tak
pagyLHO, N Mbl Cenn, YTobbl UMETb YaT peasnibHOro XeHLWNHbI. Mbl
roBOpunu o noroge! Kakom npekpacHom HOBOW NpUYyanmMBomn paboTbl, U
npoLuenTan NocfefH YacTb CKaHaan, YTo obLWwecTBO NHTEPECYET, U
NPOTUBHUK M36MpaTENbHOro NpaBa XeHLUNHbI NPUHANKN 6bl cepaue, YToObI
yBUAOETb NI060BbL 1 3a60TYy B 3TOM 3HEPIUYHbBIN XEHLLNHbI €€ MarieHbKOM
AEBOYKON, flaxe CBA3bIBas Ha Wwnsne, n 3acternsad Ha 6 - U, Torga Haw
pa3roBop gpendosan B lWaxmaTthbl, U, KOHEYHO, B HaumoHanbHOM
LuaxmMaTHOM TYypHUPbLI, YTO cenyac MHTepeCyroLLen WaxmaTHbIi Mup. M3
APYTrNX UrPOKOB C KaXA0W CTOPOHbI, i HUYEro He 3Hato, HO S 0COBEHHO
3anHTepecoBaH B Muccuc MmnbepT u r-H CNeTHWU, NOTOMY YTO NoAn
FrOBOPSAT, YTO OHA HAaXOAUTCS Haf, COOTBETCTBUEM - U YTO BENNKNN
AHIMUNCKNIA LWAXMaTUCT HUKOTAAa He AOMXKHbI ObINv AaHbl XEHLNHbI, Kak
aHTaroHucT. EcTb ancbeproB Bce BOKPYr, Bbl 3HaeTe, U 9 xoten 6bl AaTb
MOW NyYLLUNIA WeM BOCKpeceHbe, YTobbl yoeauTbes, 4To oHa byaet
aenatb daplu Msaco ero, Yo ero npssmo BBepX, TO eCTb, 06pa3Ho. OHa
nokasasia MHe YeTblpe AOCKN C YETbIPEX UIP - U KYCKU KaK OHU CTOAT - A
CMOTpen Ha Hux ¢ 6naroroBeHnem, n Mosi rofloBa pacnyxna ¢ ropaocTbio
3a ManeHbKOM XEeHLLUHbI, KOTOpble TUXO BCTYNunu B 601M MO3ros
MyxuyunHou !!' | Urpel npogonxarTcs yxXe OKono WwecTu MecsueB, 1 3TO
OyaeT, No KpanHen Mepe eLle CTOMbKO Xe, npexae Yem oHn pewwnnu. OHa
nocbInaeT war Assa Kaxaon urpsbl, Yetolpe 3a pa3. OHa 3aHMMaeT gse



Hepenun, 4Tobbl 4obpaTbCs A0 I CANETHN, U ABE Heaenu Ana oteeTa
ABUXETCHA BEPHYTbCA. [ -H CNNETHU, O4EBMAHO, HA €ro Ny4yllemM NoBeaeHUM,
N [,OCKM HanOMMHAKOT MHE O peanbHOM none 604, korga o6e CTopoHbI
TAHYTCS BBEPX, KaXAbl C 60MbLLUNM YBaXEHUEM K ApYyry, HA 0gHa CTOpOHa
He roToBa caenaThb Lwar, Ho rotoB HabpocuTtbcs Ha Manenwee
npoaBuxXeHne. 3TO CAULLKOM paHOo B Urpax npeackasatb nobeny obe
CTOPOHbI, HO, cKa3ana muccuc M'vmnbept, "a 6bl HE UI3BMEHUTb CBOIO
no3unuuio B ntobon n3a urp ana ero." "Mpennonoxunm, KTo-t1o AONXeH
NOCTy4aTb 3TN JOCKM CHOBA M BCE YacTu AOSXHbI yNacTb Ha KOBEp, YTO Obl
Bbl caenann?" ckasan A "lMonoxute nx Bce obpaTHO, Kak OHKU Obinn
npexge." orsetuna oHa. [lpocto gymato, 4To B namMaTn!>

Gilbert-Gossip, England-United States correspondence chess match,
1879 1.e4 5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.BbS a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Nxe4 6.Re1 Nc5 7.Bxc6
dxc6 8.Nxe5 Be7 9.d4 Ne6 10.Be3 0-0 11.Nc3 f6 12.Nd3 5 13.Ne2 Bd6
14.f4 b5? 15.Rc1 Bb7 16.c4 bxc4 17.Nc5 Bc8 18.Rxc4 Rb8 19.b3 Qf6
20.Qd3 Qg6 21.Ra4 Nxcb 22.dxc5 Be7 23.Nd4 Kh8 24.Qc2 Bh4 25.Bf2
Bxf2+ 26.Qxf2 Re8 27.Nf3 Bb7 28.Ne5 Qeb 29.Rc4 Rbd8 30.Rc3 Qf6
31.Rce3 Rf8 32.Qe2 Rd4 33.Qh5 g6 34.Qh6 Rdd8 35.Rh3 Qg7 (see
diagram) Gilbert now announced mate in 21: 36.Nxg6+ Kg8 37.Qxg7+
Kxg7 38.Nxf8 Rxf8 39.Re7+ Rf7 40.Rxh7+ Kxh7 41.Rxf7+ Kg6 42.Rxc7
Ba8 43.Ra7 Bb7 44.Rxb7 Kf6 45.h4 Kg6 46.Rc7 Kf6 47.Rxc6+ Ke7 48.h5
Kd7 49.Rg6 Ke7 50.¢6 a5 51.c7 Kd7 52.h6 Kxc7 53.h7 a4 54.h8(Q) axb3
55.Qh7+ Kd8 56.Rg8#°!

MRS. J. W. GILBERT. ‘


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Checkmate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Checkmate

References|edit]

1. Jump up” G. H. D. Gossip and S. Lipschutz, The Chess-Player's
Manual, David McKay (3rd ed. 1902), title page. OCLC 3727518.

2. ~ Jump up to:?? °Hooper, David and Whyld, Kenneth, The Oxford
Companion to Chess, Oxford University Press (2nd ed. 1992), p.
152.1SBN 0-19-866164-9.

3. ~ Jump up to:?? €?Brennen, Neil R. (November 7, 2005). " 'The
Queen of Chess'": The Correspondence Chess of Ellen Gilbert".
CorrespondenceChess.com. Retrieved 2009-01-16.

4. Jump up” Irving Chernev, Wonders and Curiosities of Chess, Dover
Publications, 1974, pp. 132-33. ISBN 0-486-23007-4.

5. Jump up” Jeremy Gaige, Chess Personalia: A Biobibliography,
McFarland & Company, 1987, p. 139. ISBN 0-7864-2353-6.

6. Jump up”? Chernev, p. 132.

External links[edit]

« Ellen E. Strong Gilbert player profile and games at Chessgames.com

PaHbLUe roBopunu, 4ToO XEHCKOE UMS AOSTKHO NOABUTLCS B ra3eTe TONbKO
Tpy pa3a B CBOEMN XNU3HU; @ UMEHHO, KOra oHa poXxgaeTcs, Koraa oHa
BbIXOOUT 3aMyX, W KOraa oHa ympeT. HeT waxmaTtucTka Korga-Hnbyap
HapyLun 310 npasuno 6onee addeKTHO, YeM muccuc [xoH Y. Mnbepr,
AEBATHAALATOro BeKa KoposieBa 3a04HbIM Wwaxmatam. Muccuc MN'mnbept
poaunacbh OnneH e. cunbHble B JleBepeTT, wtat Maccadycetc, 30 anpens,
1837. Ee otey, 6611 A. B. cunbHasn, Bpay u HaTypanucT-nobuTens.
JlutepaTop € pAAOM KHUT Ha NTUL, U LBETHI K ero YyecTu, A-p CTpoHr
HanonHaAna ero Aoy NnbepanbHoro obpasoBaHns, n Hanbonee BEPOSTHO,
BK/HOYAIOTCA B LLAXMaTbl KaK 4acTb 3TOW oneKkou. [1o ee AOCTUXEHUN
COBEpPLLUEHHOMETUS B MUP, B KOTOPOM €4MHCTBEHHbIN XEHCKUI
npodeccnoHanbHbIN BbI6Op Obln KpalHe OrpaHnyeH, Cp. CUnbHasa 3aHAan
AOMXHOCTb NpenoaasaTtens B Xaptdopae, KOHHEKTUKYT, U npogosixan
npenogasaTb B TedeHue paga net B KOXHOM LWKofe 3Toro ropoga, noka He
BCTpeTuna v Bblluna 3amyx 3a [xoHa Y. ['mnbepT, MecTHbIN CTPOUTENb U
nobutens waxmaTt. XoTs Tam 6biin HEKOTopble "gambl” lWaxmaTHble
Knybbl B AEBATHAALATOM BeKe, TUMUYHbIN LaXMaTHbIN KIyb TOM 3noxu
ObINO CTONBKO MYXCKON PUTPUT KaK KOMHaTa 4151 LlaXMaTHOW Urpbl.
Muccuc N'vnbepT n ee MyX AeNCTBUTENBHO CO30aTb "KOPONEBCKUI
llaxmaTHbIn kNy6" Xaptdopn B TedeHne 1860-x rogos, Nno3Bonas
npencraBuTenamMm ob6oux nomnoe BCTpeyaTbCcsa Ang 3aHATum KoponeBcKkoro
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Hartford - Springfield [C29]

Telegraph Consultation game, 1872

Annotations condensed from the Hartford Times

1.e4 €5 2.Nc3 Nf6 Old; 2...Nc6 or 2...Bc5 is best. 3.f4 d5 4.d3 dxe4 5.fxe5
Ng4 6.d4 Bb4 Seriously weak, giving Hartford ample time. ...e6,

rather. 7.Bc4 0-0 8.Bf4 e3 9.Bg3 Nc6 10.Nf3 Kh8 11.Qd3 Ne7 12.h3

Nh6 12...Nf2 , rather; then deploy the light-squared

Bishop. 13.Bf4 Decidedly better than taking the pawn at once. 13...Nef5
14.Bg5 f6 Dangerous, but the position is difficult. 15.Bxh6 Nxh6 16.e6 c6
17.0-0-0 Bxc3 18.Qxc3
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18... Ng8 Should have tried to rid themselves of the troublesome
advanced e pawn by ...e2, which might have proved advantageous, e.g.:
18...e2 19.Rde1 Nf5 20.Rxe2 (20.e7 Nxe7 21.Rxe2 Nd5 etc.; and

if 20.Qd3 Ng3 , followed by ...Qd6 and ...Re8, having an apparently safe
game.) 20...Ng3 21.e7 Nxe2+ 22.Bxe2 Qxe7 etc. 19.Qxe3 Ne7 20.Bb3 b5
21.Rhe1 Re8 22.Qc3 Qd6 23.Qc5 Qxc5 24.dxcS ad 25.a3 Ra7 26.Rd6
Rc7 27.Red1 g6 28.Nd4 Kg7 29.Kd2 5 30.Ke2 Nd5 Was not 30...Kf6
better? 31.Bxdb cxdb 32.Rxd5 Everything is just about perfect, but did
anyone suggest, now, 32.b4 ? - Hazeltine 32...Rxe6+ Better have
dismissed the telegraph man to the bosom of his family. -

Hazeltine 33.Nxe6+ Bxeb6 34.b4 Bxd5 35.Rxd5 axb4 36.axb4 Kf6 37.Kd3
Ke6 38.Kd4 Ra7 39.c6 Ra2 40.Rc5 Ra8 41.Rxb5 and Springfield
resigned. 1-0

New York Clipper, January 11, 1873

MaTtb net cnyctsa, muccuc Munbept 6bIN0 CHOBA BKIKOUYNTLCA B UTPY
KOHCYNbTaLMi NOCPenCTBOM 3f1IEKTPOHHOM NEPENNCKU, HO MO, HECKOSbKO
MeHee cepbe3HbIX YCroBun, yem maty ¢ CnpuHrdumng. Hosoe ycTponcTBo,
MeHee OBYX NeT, Ha3biBaeTca "TenedoHoM" bbina yctaHOBNEHA B
HecKonbkux gomax B Xaptdopae, u muccuc N'mnbept, Bmecte ¢ [IXKOHOM T.
dumpmbl belden, waxmaTtHbIn pegakTop XapTdopn pasa, 1 Asa Apyrux
MECTHbIX LUAaXMaTUCTOB ObINO NPeAnoXeHo NCNoNb30BaTb B COOCTBEHHON
NMHUN MECTHOro Bpaya ansa urpbl. "MHoro Becenbsi, TOMMMO Waxmart, 6bin
6anoBanuck", Hanucan Hazeltine B ero 19 aHBapsa 1878 Knunep KonoHHbI",
KOTopasd, BEPOATHO, HECKOMbKO CHU3MIT YPOBEHb Urpbl. 3TO 6bin MNMeTpodd
pblLapu Urpa, C MHOXECTBOM MHTEPECHbIX NO3ULNIK, N Ha TpuauaTb



LLIECTOM XOA, OCTasICA He3aKOHYEHHbIM, laMa 1 ee napTHep, MMEeoLLnI
AYYLIYHO NO3ULMIO MO OTHOLLEHUIO K NPOTUBHUKY, U OA4HY newky 6onbue."
Ho Takune KoHcynbTaummn 66111 CpaBHUTENBHON PEAKOCTBIO ANS MUCCUC
MMn6epT. bonbluas YyacTb ee SHeprun WwaxmaTtbl 6biin NOCBALLEHbI Urpe
nuy, nocpeactsom nucem. Korga MupoH Hazeltine B LuaxmaTHY0 KOJSTOHKY
B " Hblo-Mopk Knunnep otnpasaHosan ceoit "Munnernym", unu ogHa
TbICA4Has KOSIOHHA, TaM ObIfn ABE rocTeBbIE YY4aCTHUKK urp: Jlyuc
[MonceH, 3HameHuTbIN HeMeukun Mactep, n muccuc M'vnbept. Ee nobena
Hap yemnunoHom KOxHon KaponuHel Ncaak 3asapa Opyapg npegnaranu
noapobHbie 3anncKu

Isaac Edward Orchard - Ellen Gilbert [C49]

Correspondence, 1875

Annolations by Miron Hazeltine

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 This form of the debut is worth more
than a passing notice. Walker as far back as 1837 marked this "bad,
though frequently played", and indicated the proper counter-march (as
above) as one "recently introduced to the notice of the chess world by a
member of the London C. Cc." The Handbuch, 5th edition, p.145, informs
us that this was Mr. Pulling. 4...Qh4 5.Nf3? For what? If anything can be
said to be best where all is bad, it is probably 5.Qd3 . But how little vitality
is left, even in this, is well shown in the Handbuch, e.g.: 5...Nf6 (better
than 5...Nxd4) 6.Nxc6 dxc6 7.e5 (7.Nd2would make Black's win more
difficult.) 7...Bc5 8.Be3 Bxe3 9.Qxe3 Ng4 10.Qe2 Qe7 11.f4 Qb4+ with a
winning game.; The move in the text is said to be Fraser's, but the attack
may try Horwitz's move 5.Nb5 , for if 5...Bc5 (but if 5...Qxe4+ 6.Be2 Bb4+
(if 6...Bc5there is a striking variation, showing how really futile is White's
threat to take the ¢ pawn: 7. Nixc7+ Kd8 8.Nxa8 Nd4 9.Nc3 Nxc2+ 10.Kr1
Qf5 11.BIBNI6 12.Rb1 Re8 13.Bd2 Ng4 and wins.) 7.Nd2 or 7.Bd2, and,
in any case, Black obtains the superior game.) the attack speedily gets a
superior position by 6.Qf3 Nd4 7.Nxc7+ Kd8 8.Qf4 (For this fine move we
are indebted to the genius of Mr. Staunton.) 8...Nxc2+ 9.Kd1 Qxf4 10.Bxf4
with the better game. 5...Qxe4+ 6.Be2 Qe7 7.0-0 Qd8 8.Bc4 Nf6 9.Re1+
Be7 10.Nc3 0-0 11.Bg5 d6 12.Qd2 Bg4 13.Qe3 Bxf3
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14.gxf3 This shows on what Mr. Orchard hangs a last desperate

hope. 14...Re8 15.Kh1 Nh5 16.Qd2 Bxg5 17.Rxe8+ Qxe8 18.Qxg5 Qeb5
19.Qh4 Nd4 20.Qg4 Nf6 21.Qg2 Nxc2 22.Rg1 Of course; but how
completely useless! 22...g6 23.f4 Qxf4 24.Qxb7 Re8 25.Qc6

Nb4 Furnishing as neat and compact a win as could be desired. 0-1
New York Clipper, February 15, 1876

Mr. Hotchkin - Ellen Gilbert [C51]

Correspondence, 1874

Annolations by Johannes Zuckertort, condensed from The Westminster
Papers.

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bcb 4.b4 Bxb4 5.c3 Bceb 6.0-0 d6 7.d4 exd4
8.cxd4 Bb6 9.d5 Nab 10.Bb2 Ne7 11.Bd3 0-0 12.Nc3 Ng6 13.Ne2 c5
14.Qd2 Bc7 15.Ng3 f6 16.Kh1 Rb8 17.Rac1 b5 18.Nf5 c4 19.Be2
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19... Qe8 All the preceding moves are played according to the best
specimens of this variation of the Evans. After having shown a good
knowledge of the theory of this opening, Mrs. Gilbert devises a novelty
which is by no means easy to meet. 20.Ng3 A retreat is generally not
favorable, but in an attacking opening like this, retreat is identical to
defeat. The course Mr. Hotchkin ought to have adopted here was 20.N3d4
Qxe4 21.Bf3 Qe8 22.Neb Bxeb 23.dxe6 and though two pawns minus we
prefer his game. 20...Nb7 21.Nd4 Nc5 22.Rfe1 Ne5 Mrs. Gilbert now
conducts the game to the end in a most vigorous style; every move brings
a new piece into action. 23.Rc2 Ned3 24.Bxd3 Nxd3 25.Re2 Bb6 26.f4
Bg4 27.Nf3 Qc8 28.Nf1 A blunder, but the game was lost anyhow. If
28.Bc3 a5 29.a3 b4 , etc. 28...Nxb2 0-1

New York Clipper, January 16, 1875

Tak xe, KaK ee urpbl npusneknu Zuckertort unn CTenHny, KOMMEHTUPOBATb
nx, Tak Xe muccuc N'mnbepT nrp npuBnekna BHUMaHne opraHnM3aTopoB
NOYTOBOW MaT4yu, KOTOpblE NCKanu ee ana cBomx KomaHa,. B 1877 muccuc
MMn6epT aBaxabl 0bbirpan KaHaackum waxmaTtuct A. IN'yg, nobeautens
BTOporo YyemnuoHata KaHaapbl nepenucku B 1875 roay. B obeunx urpax c
KanwoHoM, muccuc N'mnbept npegaBanca NpuATHbIM, HO, HECOMHEHHO,
KpOMNOT/IMBOE 3aHATME, pacrnpoCTpaHeHHOE cpean Nepernnuckmn NrpokoB TOU



3MNOXU, N 00BbABUI AJSINTENBHOIO BbIHYXAEHHOIo HanapHukKa, oanH B
OAMHHaAuUaTb XO040B, ,El,pyFOI7I-B ABeHaOuaTb.

A. Hood - Ellen Gilbert [C25]

Correspondence, 1876

Annotations by Miron Hazeltine

1.e4 €5 2.Nc3 Ncb6 3.f4 exf4 4.h4 Be7 5.Nf3 d6 6.d4 6.Nd5 would have
been better. 6...Bg4 7.Bb5 Bxh4+ 8.Kf1 Bf6 Anticipating the advance of d
pawn.9.d5 9.Bxc6+ was quite as strong. 9...a6 10.Ba4 10.Bxc6+ looks
better. 10...Bxc3 11.dxc6 b5! 12.bxc3 bxa4 13.Qd4 f6 14.Bxf4 Ne7
15.Qxa4 0-0 16.Nd4 Ng6 17.g3 Neb 18.Kf2 18.Kg2 would have been
better. 18...Qe8 19.Rab1 g5 20.Bd2 5 21.Bxgb fxe4+ 22.Ke3 Weak, but
probably nothing would have averted defeat. 22...d5 23.Bf4 Nc4+ 24.Kf2
e3+ 25.Kg1 e2 26.Re1
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and Mrs. Gilbert announced mate in 12 moves! 0-1
New York Clipper, September 8, 1876

Ellen Gilbert - A. Hood [C70]

Correspondence, 1876

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 b5 5.Bb3 Bcb5 6.c3 d6 7.d4 exd4 8.cxd4
Bb6 9.Bd5 Nge7 10.Nc3 Nxd5 11.Nxd5 Ba7 12.Qc2 Bb7 13.Be3 0-0 14.0-
0 Rc8 15.Rad1 Ne7 16.Nf4 Qd7 17.Ng5 h6 18.Ngh3 g5 19.Nh5 5
20.Qb3+ Kh7 21.Bxg5 hxgb 22.Nxg5+ Kh6 23.Qh3 Kxg5 24.Rd3 Kg6
25.Nf4+ Kf7 26.Qh5+ Ng6 27.Nxg6 Ke6 28.d5+ Kf6 29.Rf3 Kg7 30.Nxf8
Rxf8 31.Qg5+ Kf7 32.Rxf5+ Qxf5 33.exf5

=
- e
4 F )
ALALN AR
Al 8AR
Ed




and Mr. Hood resigns, but one move too late, for Mrs. Gilbert, "The Queen
of Chess", now announces mate in 11 moves. 1-0

New York Clipper, November 11, 1876

Ee CKNOHHOCTb K aHanu3y, N03TOMYy NOAXOAUT AJ1A NePEenucKn B Laxmarbl,
B LLBETOYEK, KOraa oH npuwen obbvaensa Wax n mat. BoamoxHo, ee
nepsbIn NYGNYHBIN NOKa3 3TOro TanaHTa 6bino B 6opbbe ¢ -Aropa wrarta
Maccauycetc, B 1874. Tak Kak urpa 6bina Bnepsble onybnnkoBaHa,
muccuc M'mnbept yTBepxaan maT B AeBsATHaAUaTbh xoaoB. OHa no3xe
MCnpaBus ee aHOHC, NOoKa3biBas, YTO MaT MOXET ObITb BbIHYXAEH B
BOCEMHAALATb XO040B BMECTO - U, KCTATK, NOKa3bIBaKOLLNNA, KakK
onpeaenseTcsi OHa A0NXHa 6binia 4oKoNaTbCHA A0 UCTMHBI B NO3ULUMN.

Ellen Gilbert - Mr. Berry [C80]

Correspondence, 1875

Annotations by Miron Hazeltine based on comments by Ellen Gilbert
1.e4 5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.BbS a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Nxe4 6.Re1 Ncb 7.Bxc6 dxc6
8.d4 Neb6 9.dxe5 Not book, but seems equally good. 9...Qe7 We prefer
9...Bd710.Nc3 Bd7 11.a4 0-0-0 12.b3 f6 13.Qe2 13.exf6 would isolate
Black's pawns, but it would also prove damaging to her own game by
opening a file for a strong attack on her right wing. 13...Qf7 14.Ne4 Rg8
15.c3 h6 16.b4 5 17.Ng3 g5 18.Nd4 Nxd4 19.cxd4 Re8 Better than
19...Bxb4 , for if the latter, Mr. Berry would lose a piece. 20.b5! cxb5
21.axb5 Bxb5 22.e6 Qg6 23.Qxb5 4
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And Mrs Gilbert announced mate in 19 moves. 1-0

Mrs. Gilbert's announced mate at first ran 23...f4 24.Rxa6 bxa6 25.Qxa6+
Kb8 26.Qb5+ Kc8 27.Qd7+ Kb8 28.Bxf4 gxf4 29.Qb5+ Kc8 30.Ra1 Ba3
31.Rxa3 Qb1+ 32.Qxb1 Rxe6 33.Ra7 Kd7 34.Qb5+ Rc6 and at this point
she found that she could have mated a move sooner by playing d5. Her
analysis appeared in the September 18, 1875 issue of the New York
Clipper chess column. 35.Nf5 (The corrected announcement ran 35.d5
Rgg6 36.dxc6+ Rxcb (If 36...Keb 37.Qr5+ Kd6 38.Ned+ Kxc6 39.Rab+
Kb7 40.Nc5+ Kb8 41.Q18%) 37.Ne4 3 38.Qd5+ Rd6 39.Qxd6+ Ke8
40.Qxc7 fxg2 41.Ra8#) 35...Re8 36.Qd5+ Kc8 37.Nd6+ Kd7 38.Nxe8+
Ke7 39.Qxc6 Kf8 40.Rxc7 Kg8 41.Qg6+ Kf8 42.Qf 7#

Ee 6onblion npobnemomn, ogHaKo, n Ta, KOTOpasa AepPXUT ee Ha3BaHue
XUBbEM B KHUIM NO UCTOopun Wwaxmart, ctana MexayHapogHas NoyToBas



KapToyka matya 1878 roga mexny CoeguHeHHbiMu WTatamu un
BenukobputaHuein. OpraHmnzaTtop maTya 6b1n [XOH r. onpmbl belden,
LaxmaTHbIN pefakTop XapTtdopa pa3a. byayym o4eHb XOpoLLO 3HAaKOMbI C
mMuccuc M'vnbept mactepcTBa B aHanua, OH Npurnacun ee urpatb 3a
amepukaHcKyto komaHgy. OHa 6bina B nape ¢ 6putaHckum Mactep m
LwaxmaTHbIN nucaTtene Ixopax Xatdung LuHrnv cnnetHn 3a cepuio u3
yeTblpex urp. laxmaTtbl 3 nucatenen cBoero BpeMeHu Hallemy, 4acTo
OCKOpPONAnn CnneTHN, HO B CBOUX NYYLLNX MPOSIBIIEHNAX OH ObliJ
HeCcoBepLUEHHONETHMM MacTep cnocobeH NepBoKNaccHO urpaTb. To Nn OH
He[0OLEeHUN CBOEero conepHuKa cnpaBeaninBon Unu HeT, cnneTHY Bbis
TWaTeNnbHO U3MEeNbYaloT B YeTblpex urpax. Muccuc Ninbept vetbipex
OYKOB BOAUTb aMepuKaHCKON KomaHae nobeny B MaTye ¢ NepeBeCcCOM B
ABajuatb ceMb-aBaguatb Tpu. CnneTHA urpatb Takxe no3sosinia MUCCUC
MMn6epT ocyLwecTBnATL ee NOOOBb K aHanM3y, aBasa el BO3MOXHOCTb
06bABUTL MaT B ABaALATU TPEX XOA40B B O4HOM Urpe, U MaT B TpuauaThb
NaTb B ApYryto. 3Ty ABE COOBLWMMN0 COonpsXeHne no3numm Hepeako AaeTcs
B KHUrax n B IuTepHeTe; He xenas, 4tobbl nepepaboTaTb X BHOBb, Mbl
npencrasngemMm BMECTO 3TOro Ajga MaTtya B urpax, ¢ aHHotaumamm u3 Heto-
Mopka Knunep LuaxmaTHyI0 KOMOHKY.

Ellen Gilbert - George Gossip [C80]

International Postal Card Match, 1877

Annolations condensed from the Hartford Times

1.e4 5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.BbS a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Nxe4 6.Re1 Ncb 7.Bxc6 dxc6
8.Nxeb Be7 9.d4 Ne6 10.Be3 0-0 11.Nc3 f6 12.Nd3 f5 13.Ne2 Bd6 14.f4
b5We are of the opinion that Black had a better move at his

command. 15.Rc1 Bb7 16.c4 Taking immediate advantage of Black's
weak fourteenth move. Mrs. Gilbert threatens to advance on the Bishop,
causing it to retreat, and hemming in the Bishop on b7. 16...bxc4

17.Ncb Better than 17.Rxc4 at once. 17...Bc8 18.Rxc4 Rb8 19.b3 Qf6
20.Qd3 Qg6 21.Ra4 Nxcb 22.dxc5 Be7 23.Nd4 Kh8 24.Qc2 Bh4 25.Bf2
Bxf2+ 26.Qxf2 Re8 27.Nf3 Bb7 28.Ne5 The Knight, supported as it is,
proves a tower of strength. 28...Qe6 29.Rc4 Rbd8 30.Rc3 Qf6 31.Rce3
Rf8 32.Qe2 The key to the winning combination. 32...Rd4Imagining,
perhaps, that White would be compelled to support the pawn - overlooking
the powerful continuation. 33.Qh5 g6 Having no time for 33...Rxf4 as
White's 34.Rh3 would win a piece. 34.Qh6 Rdd8 35.Rh3 Qg7
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Mrs. Gilbert announced mate in 21 moves. 1-0
New York Clipper, August 31, 1879

George Gossip - Ellen Gilbert [C42]

International Postal Card Match, 1877

Annotations by Gustavus Reichhelm

1.e4 5 2.Nf3 Nf6é 3.Nxe5 3.d4 or 3.Nc3 are really more subtle and
dangerous attacks. This game, a fine contribution to the opening, affords a
striking illustration of the power of Mrs. Gilbert's play. 3...d6 4.Nf3 Nxe4
5.d4 d5 6.Bd3 Nc6 7.0-0 Be7 8.c4 Be6 9.Qb3 White pursues his attack in
accordance with the general theory of the opening. 9...0-0 Best. Black now
threatens ...dxc4 and ...Na5. 10.Bxe4 If 10.Qxb7 , then the defense rejoin
with ...Na4 and ...Nxc4 with the preferable development. By the move in
the text, Mr. Gossip opens the d file which he expects to use to the
detriment of Black's interests. 10...dxe4 11.d5 exf3 12.dxc6 b6 | must for
once take issue with this beautifully conducted defense and counterattack.
| prefer 12...bxc6 with the view of, at the proper moment, utilizing the b
file. 13.Rd1 Qc8 14.Nc3 A grave error. White's only move here is

14.Bf4 14...Bd6 From this point the Lady Champion assumes the
counterattack and conducts it with such remarkable accuracy and force
that her noted adversary is soon forced to strike his colors. 15.gxf3 Qe8
16.Qa4 f6 17.Qb3 Qg6+ 18.Kh1 Qh5 19.Kg1 Bxh2+ 20.Kf1 Qxf3 21.Nd5
Qh1+ 22.Ke2 Bg4+
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23.Kd2 Mr. Gossip might have resigned hereabouts with perfect
propriety. 23...Qg2 24.Kc3 Beb+ 25.Kc2 Bxd1+ 26.Kxd1 Qxf2 27.Bd2
Rad8 28.Kc2 Qf5+ 29.Qd3 Qxd3+ 30.Kxd3 Bxb2 31.Rg1 Beb 32.Bh6 Rf7
33.Be3 Rd6 34.Rb1 Rxc6 0-1

American Chess Journal, July 1879

New York Clipper, July 14, 1879

The results of the games, as well as the announced mates, caused a
sensation in the chess world. Her townsman and friend John Belden
declared the games against Gossip "stamp Mrs. Gilbert with the impress
of genius." Steinitz annotated two of Mrs. Gilbert's games for 7he Field,
poetry, good and bad, was written to the new "Queen of Chess", and at
least one chess problem composed in her honor.




Mate in Three - J. Zim
"Q", 1879
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Q - dedicated to the Queen of Chess, in honor of her first victory in the
International Tourney. 1-0
New York Clipper, July 19, 1879.

K HecuacTblo ana muccuc 'vnbept, aTa nobeaa Haa cnneTHsaMM, no-
BUOMMOMY, BbICOKYIO OLLEHKY ee LaxmMmaTHou Kapbepe. Koponesa
LLlapCcTBOBaHMs Obin AENCTBUTENBHO KOPOTKNUM. Ee nmsa otcytcTeyeT B
CNNCKe Y4aCTHUKOB nepenuckn BugHblx TypHupoB 1880-x rogos, 1 oHa He
NpUHMMana y4yactusa B CreayoLwem KpyrnHomM nepennuckn maTtya npoTus
Kanagbl B 1887 rogy. Ecnun He cunTaTh urpbl B 0AuH Xop, B "uUrpe
unpkynaumoHHole" B 1883 roay ee kapbepa 3akaHunBaeTcs nobegamu Hapg,
crneTHAMU. Ee Hekpornor ynomnHan "notepto 3peHnsa” B "nosagHue roapl”;
en OblNo copok ABa, Koraa oHa nobeauna nocnneTHM4YaTb, U, BO3MOXHO,
OHa 6bIna yXe cTpagatT paHHME CUMATOMbI CNenoThl. dnneH 3. [Mnbept
ckoHuancsa 12 despana 1900. Kpome KpaTkoro Hekponora B 6putaHckui
LlaxmaTHbIN XypHan, Mano 6bino caenaHo yBegoMIIEHME O ee CMepPTU B
laxmaTHoM mupe. B XapTtdopa Taumc " B HEKposiore Ha3sasn MUCCUC
MmnbepT "pama c npekpacHbIM XapakTepoM, O4YEeHb NOYNTAETCH ee
APY3€eNn, n Takne Xe CKpOMHbIe, Kak oHa 6bina gobpa." K coxanenuio, B
CKPOMHOCTM, B KOTOPOM OHa OCYLLECTBMIA CBOI XN3Hb MPUMEHEHbBI K HEW
B LLAXMaThbl, 1 OH NO-NPEXHEMY KOHTPOSIMPYET €€ LaxmMaTHOro Hacneams.
Ham nencrButenbHO NOBE30, YTO UrPbl, KOTOPbIE Mbl AefaemM OT
LLaXMaTHOWN Kapbepbl, Korga 0bLeCcTBO U CEMbS BbIHYXAEHbI MUCCUC
(MnbepT WaxmaTtbl Ha none Nepennuckn urpaTb.
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This is a present day photo of the house on 21 Capitol St., Hartford, Conn.
(directly to the right of the streetlight) where Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert lived.



BLINDFOLD GAME BY A LADY.
The following game was recently conteste
by Mrs. J. W. Gilbert and an amateur, both ¢

this city. Mrs. G. conducted the game blinc
folded, it being her first attempt in that dire

tion
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passed Pawns,
structed.




